Population and how it is Measured 


Our population is constantly changing, affected by births, deaths and 
migration. So how do we keep track and estimate the population as it 
changes? 


In this edition of ABS Presents, we examine Australia’s population 
figures and how they’re measured. 


It all starts with the Census, which Australia conducts every five 
years. It counts all people in Australia, wherever they may be 
spending the Census night. But, there is a lot more to measuring and 
keeping up with changes to the population. 


By population we mean residents, or all people who live in Australia. 
This includes Australians living overseas for less than a year and 
excludes overseas visitors staying here for less than a year. 


Our population figures are updated every quarter, accounting for 
births, deaths, overseas arrivals and departures. We also account for 
population movements between states in order to measure the 
different population levels across the different states and territories. 


Australia’s population has grown by almost 18 million people since 
Federation. At the time of Federation in 1901 there were 3.8 million 
of us. At the start of World War I, five million, by the start of World 
War II seven million. When man landed on the moon in 1969 we were 
12 million. In 1973 the Sydney Opera House officially opened and we 
were 13 million. At our Bicentennial celebrations in 1988 there were 
16 million of us. When Sydney hosted the ‘best Olympics ever’ in 
2000 our population was 19.3 million. At the Centenary of Federation 
in 2001 we were 19.5 million. And today there are 22 million of us. 


Since Federation our population has grown mostly naturally. That 
means that more people have been born than are dying. Since 2005 
however net immigration has increased its contribution and now 
accounts for around two thirds of our population growth. 


The average number of babies per woman declined from 3.5 babies in 
1961 to 1.7 babies in 2001. Since then it has risen to two babies per 
woman in 2009. We continue to live longer. At the current rates, a 
boy who was born between 2006 and 2008 can expect to live 79.2 
years, and a girl would live 83.7 years. According to the United 
Nations, our life expectancy is among the highest in the world. For 
male life expectancy we rank fourth and for women we are number 
Six. 


As for the future? Well depending on your assumptions, by 2056 
Australia’s population could increase to between 31 and 43 million 
people, with 23 to 25 per cent being 65 years or older. In 2007 we 
had 21 million people with 13 per cent aged 65 years or older. 


(end of recording) 
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